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Sir/Madam,

On behalf of thé Director-General l am pleased to inform you that, within thé
framework of thé Japanese Funds-in-Trust for thé Capacity-Building of Human
Resources, thé Government of Japan has generously offered to finance 10
research fellowships, responding to its commitment to impact on capacity-
building. As you know, fellowships are an important tool in ensuring capacity-
building in Member States and Associate Members concerned.

Thé UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers' Fellowship Programme focuses on
post-graduate research activities in thé following four areas:

1. environment, with particular emphasis on disaster risk réduction (DRR);
2. intercultural dialogue;
3. information and communication technologies; and
4. peaceful conflict résolution.

Aware of your Government's interest in thé empowerment of your young
researchers, l should be grateful if you would transmit this announcement to thé
interested governmental and non-governmental bodies, universities, institutes of
higher éducation and scientific research institutes. Ail nominations should be
submitted through your National Commission.

7, place de Fontenoy
75352 Paris 07 SP, France
Tél. :+33 (0)1 45681000
w\ww. unesco. org



Thé target group, eligibility criteria, conditions and procédures for application, as
well as thé terms of thé research fellowships, are set out in Annex l to this letter.
To enable thé Sélection Committee to make thé best possible choice, l should be
grateful if you would arrange for your country's candidates - a maximum of two -
to complète in thé fullest possible détail thé application form enctosed herewith
as Annex II, and attach thereto thé required forms. Ail applications should be
received at UNESCO (Participation Programme and Fellowships Section) by
midnight on 29 November 2019 at thé latest. An advance copy may be sent by
e-mail to s. bantchev@unesco.org and l. zas-friz@unesco.org.

Thé Programme functions according to thé rules of open compétition. As thé
number of research fellowships put at thé disposai of UNESCO under this
Programme is limited, only candidates with thé necessary qualifications, who
demonstrate outstanding intellectual qualities, imagination and personal
commitment, will hâve a chance of being selected.

l am confident that this jointly-sponsored UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers'
Fellowship Programme will serve to strengthen UNESCO's efforts to enhance
thé capacities of young researchers in areas crucial to global development.

Accept, Sir/Madam, thé assurances of my highest considération.

Firmin E ouard Matoko

Enclosures: 2

ce: Permanent Délégations to UNESCO of thé Member States concerned
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A.

UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers' Fellowship Programme
(UNESCO/Keizo Obuchi Research Fellowships Programme)

Cycle 2019
INTRODUCTION

1. UNESCO designed thé project "UNESCO/Keizo Obuchi Research Fellowships
Programme" (UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers' Fellowship Programme) in
thé framework of thé Japanese Funds-in-Trust for thé Capacity-Building of
Human Resources which was established in November 2000 by thé Government
of Japan to enable UNESCO to give impetus to research in four areas under
UNESCO's Priority Programme Areas.

2. Thé Government of Japan offers 10 fellowships, to be awarded to deserving
candidates from developing countries, spécial attention will be given to those
who may wish pursue their research studies in Japan, to women, candidates
from LDCs, Africa and SIDS countries who are eager to undertake research on
one or more of thé topics listed below. Thé aim of thé fellowships is to support
innovative and Imaginative post-graduate research in four areas of development
of particular interest to UNESCO.

B. OBJECTIVES 0F THE PROGRAMME

1. Thé UNESCO/Keizo Obuchi Research Fellowships Programme
(UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers' Fellowship Programme) funded under thé
Japanese Funds-in-Trust for thé capacity-building of Human Resources will aim,
in particular, to impact on capacity-building and research activities in thé
following areas: 1. Environment (with particular attention on disaster risk
réduction (DRR); 2. Intercultural Dialogue; 3. Information and Communication
Technologies; and 4. Peaceful conflict résolution. No other research topics will
be considered.

C. ELIGIBILITT

Applicants, a maximum of TWO from each applying National Commission, must
meet thé following général criteria:

1. Candidates under this Programme must be post-graduate researchers,
already holding either an MA. or M.Se. degree (or équivalent) and
wishing to pursue research work abroad (preferably in their own région)
with a view to enhancing knowledge in one of thé four spécifie fields
mentioned in paragraph D. 1 below. Thus, those who are in thé process
of completing their Master's degree must hâve completed it PRIOR to
taking up their Fellowship.

2. Candidates must be persons of high intellectual promise who may be
expected to make significant contributions to their country on return.

3. Candidates must be no more than 40 years of âge. Thus, applicants
born before 1 January 1979 will not be considered under thé
Programme.

4. Thé selected Fellow must carry out thé research under thé auspices of
an académie supervisor in a host institution. Confirmation of
acceptance from thé académie supervisor is imperative.

5. Priority attention will be given to:
* Women candidatures
* Candidates from least developed countries (LDCs) and SIDS
* African researchers
* Those who may wish pursue their research studies in Japan

6. Candidates must be proficient in reading and writing thé language of
instruction in thé proposed country of study/research.



D. CONDITIONS FOR APPLICATION
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1. Domains of research:

2. Duration of proposed
research:

3. Closing date for receipt of
applications:

4. Possible date of
commencing research:

5. Deadline for termination of
research:

6. Place of study:

. Environment (with particular
emphasis on disaster risk
réduction (DRR);

. Intercultural Dialogue

. Information and Communication
Technologies

. Peaceful Conflicts Résolution

minimum: 3 months
maximum: 9 months

29November2019

Any time from J une 2020
onwards

end of February 2022

In one or two countries

It should be understood that at thé end of thé Fellowship, thé beneficiary
must agrée to return to his/her home country so that knowledge acquired
may be put to good use in local research and training programmes.

7. Study arrangements:

8. Application Procédures

Research must be carried out
under thé auspices of an académie
superviser in a host institution

Ail applications must be submitted with thé required documentation on thé
UNESCO Fellowship Application Form. Each Member State may nominate
a maximum of two (2) candidates. It is thé National Commission's
responsibility to sélect thé two candidates whose applications it wishes to
submit to UNESCO. Thé application(s) should reach thé Section of
Participation Programme and Fellowships, UNESCO, 7, Place de
Fontenoy 75352 Paris 07 SP before 29 November 2019 midnight and an
advance copy may be sent by e-mail: s. bantchev@unesco.org and l. zas-
friz@unesco.org.

Thé application must include thé following attachments:

(i) Thé UNESCO Fellowship application form duly completed in
duplicate. Two récent photographs (obligatory) should be included
with thé form.

(ii) Certified copies of degrees or diplomas (including transcript of
grades) in duplicate. Proof of having obtained a Master's Degree
must be included.

(iii) A letter of recommendation from someone familiar with thé
candidate's work.
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(iv) A host institute's letter of acceptance (i.e. thé institute that has
accepted thé candidate for work should she/he be selected for a
Fellowship). This letter of acceptance must indicate that thé host
institute confirms its willingness to provide thé relevant research
facilities required by thé candidate in thé chosen field of
specialization.

(v) Thé certificate of language proficiency (on thé UNESCO form) duly
completed in duplicate for thé language of thé country of study
(should this be différent from thé candidate's mother tongue) issued
by an officiai authority.

(vi) A detailed description, one to two page(s) (maximum), in either
English or French, of thé research work for which thé candidature is
being put forward. Thé research proposai should cover thé following
points:

. Why? Thé concrète nature of thé proposed project's contribution
to thé fields listed in paragraph D. 1 above; its innovative, original
aspects; and thé scope and purpose of thé research project. Thé
candidate should demonstrate thé reasons thé theoretical and
practical knowledge or training acquired at thé host institution
would be bénéficiai to her/his on-going research project.

. What? Thé expected results or impact of thé research project
being undertaken.

. How? Describe thé proposed arrangements for conducting thé
research.

. Where? Thé proposed country where research will be undertaken
(one to two countries maximum) and thé name and address of thé
host institute.

. When? Thé timeframe explicitly stating thé proposed starting date
and thé suggested duration of research which should be of three
months minimum and nine months maximum.

. How much? A detailed budget estimate indicating thé resources
required for thé candidate to undertake thé proposed research.
Thé amount should be determined according to thé proposed
duration and place of research. Thé amount should not exceed
US$10,000. Ail figures must be shown in US dollars and must be
included on a separate page. Thé amount indicated shoutd cover,
exclusively, thé international or domestic travel costs for thé
approved itinerary and personal subsistence abroad, etc. (Thé
object of this Programme is to provide research fellowships so
it is considered that in most cases tuition fées will not apply).
Applicants should be realistic in compiling their proposed budgets,
and consider that an average of US$1,000/US$1,800 per month
for accommodation and meals (including local transportation and
incidentals) should not be exceeded. Applications where funds
requested are judged to be excessive in relation to thé objectives
and importance of thé project are likely to be considered for a
smaller grant.

(Note: Thé following costs are not eligible: computer or
equipment purchases; publication costs; attendance at
conférences, unless a case can be made that such attendance is
an intégral part of thé research and would make a direct and
significant contribution to thé outcome of thé development of thé
research project.)
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UNESCO and Japan attach thé greatest importance to originality and quality.
Considération will be given only to well-planned research proposais which
demonstrate innovation, imagination and relevance, and which promise to
contribute to knowledge in thé four spécifie areas mentioned in paragraph D.1
above.

Files which are incomplète or which are received after thé deadline for
application, as well as applications that do not meet thé requirements mentioned
above, will not be taken into considération.

E. FACILITIES OFFERED BY UNESCO/JAPAN

Thé Fellowships financed by Japan and administered by UNESCO will consist of
thé following:

. A Lump sum contribution of US$10, 000 will be awarded to
selected candidates. Thé amount, to be paid in two or three
instalments, is intended to cover research costs only, and will not
be negotiable.

No other costs will be considered and grants will be neither
extended nor renewed.

F. SELECTION 0F BENEFICIARIES

A Sélection Committee made up of experts in thé four areas listed above will
make recommendations for thé final décision of thé Japanese Authorities.
Applications will be judged on thé basis of thé merit of each application and of its
pertinence to thé UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers' Fellowship Programme

Selected candidates will receive a Letter of Award.

Candidates who hâve not been informed of their sélection by 15 May 2020
should consider that their applications hâve not been approved in thé sélection
process.

G. DISSEMINATION 0F INFORMATION REGARDING THE RESULTS 0F
THE RESEARCH UNDERTAKEN UNDER THIS PROGRAMME

Once thé Fellowship has expired, thé beneficiaries will be encouraged to
disseminate thé results of their research. No prier approval of UNESCO will be
required for publication of a scholarly paper resulting from research done while
benefiting from thé UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers' Fellowship Programme.
However, thé Fellow will be asked to acknowledge UNESCO, UNESCO/Japan
Young Researchers' Fellowship Programme and thé Government of Japan in
their paper as having provided support for thé Fellowship and thé Fellow wilt be
required to send a copy of thé report and/or printed article to thé Organization for
information. It should be emphasized that UNESCO has no obligation to publish
thé scholarly papers and no allowance will be provided for that purpose.

Selected beneficiaries will be required to submit an intérim and a final report
describing thé results of thé research undertaken. Fellows will be required to
send UNESCO a one-page summary with their report that will be disseminated
widely by UNESCO.
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SUGGESTED

Sub-themes for Research
Under thé UNESCO/KEIZO OBUCHI RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS PROGRAMME

(UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers' Feliowship Programme)
C des 2018 and 2019

ERI/MSP/PPF/LZF/18. 016E

Environment (Sciences/SC)
(with particular emphasis on Disaster risk

réduction (DRR))

disaster risk réduction related to natural hazards will be
pursued, in particular through

developing capacity in earlywarning Systems and
assessments for floods, drought,

landslides and other geohazards to reduce risks and
enhance preparedness and resilience

Ecosystems for Adaptation and Disaster Risk
Réduction

Prédiction and warning Systems to prépare for
disasters

Intercultural Dialogue
(Social Sciences /SHS)

Promoting intercultural dialogue and pluralism:
o Inter-religious dialogue
o Indigenous peoples
o Cultural diversity

Réconciliation and reconstruction mechanisms using
intercultural and inter-religious dialogue.
Relationship between cultural diversity and intercultural
dialogue in thé context of globalization and sustainable
development

Silk Road
Promoting thé common héritage of thé Silk Roads as a
basis for intercultural dialogue and sustainable
development

(Communications Cl) :
Information and Communication

Technologies
(ICT)

Thé use of Information and Communication
Technologies to promote freedom of expression and
freedom of information.

Information and Communication to improve and
expand literacy and teacher training.

Memory of thé World
Long-term préservation and accessibility to digital
documentary héritage.
Acquiring, preserving and making accessible
documentary héritage for présent and future
générations (including ancient & historical materials).

Peaceful Conflict Résolution
(Social and Human Sciences/ Management of

Social Transformations)
(SHS/MOST Programme)

Peaceful conflict résolution; insecurity and migration,
and impact on women and youth.
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UNESCO/Japan Young Researchers' Fellowship Programme
(UNESCO/Keizo Obuchi Research Fellowships Programme)

2018 and 2019 Cycles

Invited Member States to submit a lications

. Angola*

. Bénin*

. Botswana

. Burkina Faso*

. Burundi*

. Cameroon

. Cabo Verde

. Central African Republic*

. Chad*

. Comoros*

. Congo

. Côte d'Ivoire

. Démocratie Republic of
thé Congo*

. Djibouti*

. Equatorial Guinea*

. Eritrea*

AFRICA (47 Member States)

. Eswatini

. Ethiopia*

. Gabon

. Gambia*

. Ghana

. Guinea*

. Guinea-Bissau*

. Kenya

. Lesotho*

. Libéria*

. Madagascar*

. Malawi*

. Mali*
. Mauritius

. Mozambique*

. Namibia

. Niger*

. Nigeria

. Rwanda*

. Sao Tome and Principe*

. Sénégal*

. Seychelles

. Sierra Leone*

. Somalia*

. South Africa

. South Sudan*

. Togo*

. Uganda*

. United Republic of
Tanzania*

. Zambia*

. Zimbabwe

Algeria
Egypt
Iraq
Jordan

ARAB STATES (12 Member States)

Lebanon
Mauritania*
Morocco
Palestine

. Sudan*

. Syrian Arab Republic

. Tunisie

. Yemen *

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC (39 Member States)

Afghanistan*
Bangladesh*
Bhutan*
Cambodia*
China
Cook Islands
Fédéral States of Micronesia
Fiji
India
Indonesia
Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Kazakhstan
Kiribati*

Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Démocratie
Republic*
Malaysia
Maldives
Marshall Islands
Mongolia
Myanmar*
Nauru
Népal*
Niue
Pakistan
Palau

' Papua New Guinea
' Philippines
. Samoa
' Solomon Islands*
. Sri Lanka
' Tajikistan
' Thailand
' Timor-Leste*
Tonga

' Turkmenistan
' Tuvalu*
' Uzbekistan
Vanuatu*
Viet Nam
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (29 Member States)

Antigua and Barbuda
Argentine
Belize
Bolivia
Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominica
Dominican Republic

. Ecuador

. El Salvador

. Grenada

. Guatemala

. Guyana

. Haiti*

. Honduras

. Jamaica

. Mexico

. Nicaragua

. Panama

. Paraguay

. Peru

. Saint Lucia

. Saint Vincent and thé
Grenadines

. Suriname

. Uruguay

. Venezuela (Thé
Bolivarian Republic of )

EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA (12 Member States)

Albania
Armenia

Azerbaijan
Belarus

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Georgia
Republic of Moldova
Thé Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia

' Monténégro
Serbia
Turkey

' Ukraine

ASSOCIATE MEMBER STATE (1 Associate Member State)

Tokelau

Africa:
Arab States:
Asia and thé Pacifie:
Latin America and thé Caribbean:
Europe and North America:
Associate Member State:

47
12
39
29
12

1

TOTAL ....... 140 Member States invited to submit candidatures

* Least Developed Country (LDC)



Step 1:  

Read announcement letter. 

 
Please check in ANNEX III, if your country is among the 140 Invited Member States and Associate 
Member invited to participate in the Programme. If not, we regret to inform you that we are not in a 
position to consider candidatures from your country. 

Step 2: 
Read carefully ANNEX I and ANNEX II to understand the requirements for eligible candidatures and 
the procedures for the submission of application. 
 
Step 3:  
If you comply with the conditions spelled out, you are invited to contact the National Commission for 
UNESCO of your country to enquire the application procedures at national level. 
Click here for the Directory of National Commissions for UNESCO.  

Step 4: 
To obtain the acceptance letter from the host institution, candidates are encouraged to contact in 
advance the host institutions and potential research supervisors. 
Candidates must prepare their application documents (in English or French) properly as prescribed in 
ANNEX I.   
 
Attachments to be downloaded: 
Application form. 
Information sheet duly completed. 
 

Step 5: 

Submit your application to the National Commission for UNESCO of your country.  

NOTE: As the National Commissions for UNESCO of the invited countries will select and transmit the 
applications of nominated candidates to UNESCO Paris Headquarter by 29 November 2019 at the 
latest, applicants are advised to submit their application to the National Commissions as early as 
possible. 

Step 6: 
As soon as you are informed by the National Commission for UNESCO of your country that you are 
nominated as a candidate for this programme, you can submit an advanced copy of your complete 
application to s.bantchev@unesco.org with a copy to l.zas-friz@unesco.org and v.lopy@unesco.org 

Note: Hard copies of application documents are required and should be sent to the 
Participation Programme and Fellowships Section, UNESCO, 7, Place de Fontenoy 75352 Paris 
07 SP either by the National Commission or the candidates. 

 

 

http://www.unesco.org/ncp/index.php??lc=E&module=national_commissions&showall=1
mailto:s.bantchev@unesco.org
mailto:l.zas-friz@unesco.org


presents herewith 

in the field of ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

for a duration of ....................................................................................................................... to begin.........................................................................................................................................

under Programme and/or Project ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

7, place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP 
telephone: (33.1) 45.68.10.00

APPLICATION FOR FELLOWSHIP
under the

UNESCO CO-SPONSORED 
FELLOWSHIPS PROGRAMME

The application form should be 
submitted by the National Commission 
for UNESCO and each part should 
be answered completely and

accurately. The application should 
be submitted in two copies.  
The information requested should 
be either typed or written in ink in block

capitals. Where additional space is 
needed, a separate sheet should be 
used and attached in two copies.

Instructions:

A. Official presentation

..........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

Date

.........................................................................................................................................................
Name and title of responsible officer

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

Signature

B. Background data concerning the candidate

Family name (surname) First and middle names

.................................................................................................. .............................................................................................

Nationality

........................................................

Occupation

........................................................

Permanent address Telephone.......................................................

................................................................................................................................................................. E-mail...................................................................

Mailing address........................................................................................................................... Telephone........................................................

(if different
from above) .................................................................................................................................... E-mail...................................................................

Date of birth
day month year
................. .............................. .................

Country and place of birth

.......................................................................................................................

Sex

..................................

Please attach photo here
(Optional)

Marital status

........................................

Full name of spouse

..................................................................

Number and age of children

............................................................................

Name and address of person to notify in case of
accident
...................................................................................................................

IMP/0023A (x.95)

(seal) ..

The National Commission for UNESCO supports the above-mentioned candidature to the Fellowships Programme.

The National Commission for UNESCO of the
candidature of 



Education

Name, place and country
of educational establishments

Secondary, technical, etc.
.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

...................

...................

...................

...................

...................

...................

...................

Post-secondary, university, or equivalent
.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

Degrees, diplomas:
Indicate main subjects

Years attended Date
obtainedfrom to

IMPORTANT: This application is not considered complete unless accompanied by certified copies of diplomas received and academic tran-
scripts of courses followed and grades or marks obtained

Other studies
Mention any other studies undertaken, including training/refresher courses

Fellowships and scholarships
Which of the above studies were undertaken with a fellowship or scholarship? Mention the sponsor of the grant

Visits abroad
List any significant visits abroad not mentioned above

Publications and research
List any significant publications (including publisher and date of publication) and any major research projects undertaken

Languages
Mother tongue:

References
List three persons, not related to the candidate, who can provide information on his/her qualifications. These persons should normally be
teachers or supervisors acquainted with the candidate’s previous academic work

Other languages

.....................................................................

.....................................................................

.....................................................................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

...........................

Read

Easily
Not

easily
Easily

Not
easily

Fluently
Not

fluently
Easily

Not
easily

Understand
(spoken)

Speak Write

The UNESCO certificate of language knowledge should be completed and attached to this application

Full name

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

Title and address

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................



Employer Responsibilities

Current duties

Dates of service

From To

Previous professional activities

Present position

Name and address of employer
...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

Years of service From To
................................................... .................................................

Exact title of post
...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

Annual salary
...................................................................................................................................................................

Name and title of supervisor
...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

Name and title of UNESCO expert counterpart
(if any)
...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

C. Training objectives
Nature of studies

Indicate field of study and particular areas of specialization Should the studies be directed toward obtaining a diploma, degree
or qualification or should the studies have mainly a practical or
applied orientation?

Should the programme include preparation of a thesis or other piece of research?
Is the purchase of special equipment required?

Place(s) of study

Mention any previous contact with these institutions and attach confirmation of admission, if available

IMPORTANT: Any further contact for the fellowship programme should be made only through UNESCO

For what reasons are the institutions listed above being proposed?

In order of preference, suggest countries of study and list below them any preferences for institutions where the studies could be
undertaken

1. 2. 3.
and/or and/or

(others)



Details of proposed studies
(If additional space is needed, separate sheets should be attached)

Give precise details of studies to be undertaken

Give realistic budget estimates for the fellowship requested (return travel, monthly allowance, tuition fees, etc.)

Expected results and future assignment

Candidate’s statement

Indicate how it is envisaged to make the best use of the results achieved and specify what position will be taken up at the
end of the fellowship with a description of future responsibilities

If UNESCO grants me a fellowship I agree to take up after my period of study the position to be assigned to me as described
above. I certify the information I have provided is complete and accurate

Candidate’s signature
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